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CITES
• CITES is the Convention on International Trade in Endangered

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

• The purpose of CITES is to ensure that international trade in wild 

specimens of animals and plants does not threaten their survival. 

• Currently, there are 177 countries support and enforce CITES around 

the world.

• Trade in these species is regulated by a permit system, whose 

requirements depend on the Appendix concerned. 

• Those for the most endangered ones (Appendix I species) are the 

most strict. 

• This regulation ensures the conservation of species whose trade is 

permitted with full protection given to the most endangered species.

• 1 July 1
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How CITES Works

Appendix I

– includes species threatened 
with extinction

– International (commercial) 
trade is generally prohibited

– Almost 530 animal species and 
some 300 plant species
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Appendix II

includes species not necessarily 

threatened with extinction, but for 

which trade must be controlled to 

avoid their becoming threatened 

includes species that may resemble

species already included in 

Appendix I or II

International trade is permitted 

but regulated

More than 4,400 animal species and 

more than 28,000 plant species

How CITES Works
Dionaea muscipula

Tupinambis
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How CITES Works

Streptotelia semitorquata (Photo: P. Dollinger)

Appendix III

– includes species for which a 

country is asking Parties to 

help with its protection

– International trade is 

permitted but regulated 

(less restrictive than 

Appendix II)

– Some 255 animal s

– ZA: Colophon beetle

– and 7 plant species
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• CITES regulates the export, re-export and import of live and 

dead animals and plants and their parts and derivatives (for 

listed species only) through a system of permits and certificates 

• These permits or certificates may only be issued if certain 

conditions are met and which must be presented when leaving 

or entering a country

• For Appendix I and II-listed species, the most important 

condition is that international trade in these species must not be 

detrimental to their survival in the wild

How CITES Works
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How CITES Works
• There are four types of  

CITES documents:
– Export permits

– Import permits

– Re-export certificates

– Other certificates
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How CITES Works

• There are special provisions for:

– Personal and household effects

– Pre-Convention specimens

– Captive-bred or artificially propagated specimens

– Scientific exchange

– Travelling exhibitions



AUTHORITIES
• The Minister is the National Management Authority for 

CITES related activities such as:

– to communicate with the Secretariat and other 
countries on scientific, administrative, enforcement 
and other issues related to implementation of the 
Convention;

– to coordinate national implementation and 
enforcement of the Convention and these 
Regulations and to co-operate with other relevant 
authorities in this regard; 



AUTHORITIES continue

• The Minister is the authority for the issuance of permits or 
certificates relating to import, export and re-export of any 
species listed in Appendices I, II and III —

– in a protected area;

– that are marine species; or

– If the applicant is an organ of state.



AUTHORITIES continue
The MEC of a Province is the Provincial Management Authority for 
CITES related issues such as:

• consider and grant permits and certificates in accordance with 
the provisions of CITES; 

• manage the utilisation of allocated CITES quotas;
• mark, tag and register CITES specimens in accordance with the 

Convention; 
• prepare and submit provincial inputs to National CITES M.A. on 

CITES related matters on request and
• disseminate official information on CITES within the province;



AUTHORITIES continues

• The MEC is the authority for the issuing of 
permits or certificates relating to import, 
export and re-export of any species listed in 
Appendices I, II and III, excluding permits or 
certificates issued by the National 
Management Authority

• Provision for delegation of the functions of the 
MEC officials from organs of state has been 
made.



CONDITIONS FOR 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

The ports designated in Appendix VI of the regulations are 
the only ports of exit and entry through which CITES listed 
species can be imported, exported or re-exported

Land border posts

• Beit Bridge, Lebombo, Jeppes Reef, Golela, 
Ramatlabama, Nakop, Vioolsdrift and Maseru

Airports and Harbours

• Cape Town and Port Elizabeth Airports and Harbours, OR 
Tambo Airport, Kruger-Mpumalanga Airport and Durban 
Harbour



PERMITS
• A separate permit or certificate is required for each 

consignment of specimens as a permit or certificate is valid for 
one consignment only.

• An enforcement officer must cancel and retain used import, 
export and re-export permits and export and re-export permits 
must be endorsed before export.

• Permits and certificates may not be transferred to a person 
other than the one named on the document.

• In the event that a similar permit or certificate is required in 
terms of TOPS than under these regulations, a permit or 
certificate in terms of these regulations must be regarded as 
compliant with TOPS and no additional permit or certificate is 
required (integrated permit).



PERMITS continues
• The Management Authority may at any time revoke 

or modify any permit or certificate it has issued if it 
deems it necessary to do so, and shall do so when 
the permit or certificate has been issued as the result 
of false or misleading statements by the applicant.

• If any condition attached to a permit or certificate 
has not been complied with, it may be cancelled by 
the Management Authority.



17

Mapping CITES trade

Major importing 
areas

North America
Europe
East Asia

Major importing & exporting areas

Asia
Southern Africa
Middle East
Oceania
Eastern Europe

Major exporting 
areas

South America
Central America
Africa
Asia



Indigenous and exotic species 

are controlled in RSA



ELEPHANT IVORY



TRADE ABALONE



IDENTIFICATION OF 

ELEPHANT IVORY



ELEPHANT IVORY SMUGGLED 

THROUGH MAIL 

Six parcels found at ORT over a period of 3 weeks to 
China



IVORY FOUND  BY US CUSTOMS 
OFFICIALS AND FISH AND 

WILDLIFE INSPECTORS 
DISGUISED AS AFRICAN CURIOS 
(WOOD CARVINGS) ENTERING 

THE USA 



© Andy Fisher

TRADITIONAL ASIAN MEDICINE 



Captive breeding of lion/ bone 
trade



Crocodile 

Products



250 AFRICAN GREYS IMPORTED FROM CONGO TO 
SOUTH AFRICA WITH A FRAUDULANT CITES PERMIT 



Fertile Bird eggs smuggled into a country by strapping 
them against the body in woman's stockings as to retain 

body heat



Cycads



All Primates 

are 

endangered

Vervet monkey



Lack of Compliance Inspections 



Export without Permit 



REPTILES

http://www.cites.org/gallery/speciespics/reptile/big/canopy_chameleon_L.jpg
http://www.cites.org/gallery/speciespics/reptile/big/madagascar_day_gecko_L.jpg


Rare tortoises, snakes 
and lizards smuggled 

into the USA for the pet 
trade, the reptiles was 
placed inside a small 

polystyrene box.



The Elephant in the room











“Legal Hunts” 



OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

A person contravening offences is guilty of the offence and shall be 
liable on conviction to—

• (a) a fine not exceeding five million rand or imprisonment for a 
period not exceeding five years, and in the case of a second or 
subsequent conviction, to a fine not exceeding R10 million or 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding 10 years; or

• (b) in both instances referred to in paragraph (a), both such 
fine or imprisonment; or

• (c) in the case of repeated offenders, a fine or imprisonment or 
both a fine and imprisonment as referred to in (a) above and 
being banned from ever applying for a permit to trade in CITES 
listed species again.



Challenges with CITES 
Implementation 

• Inspections before permits are issued 
• Capacity (human and knowledge)
• Training of border security officials 
• Species identification 
• low risk and high reward mentality
• Detection
• International organised crime investigations
• Lack of controlled deliveries 



THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!
QUESTIONS ?



CONTACTING DETAILS

Mpho Tjiane

012 399 9596

0839806409

Email: mtjiane@environment.gov.za

mailto:mtjiane@environment.gov.za

